
 
 
 
NCPMA Member, 
 
Thank you for reaching out to your local schools to help educate them about pest life cycles.  
As a member of The North Carolina Pest Management Association (NCPMA), you are 
representing us well in your local area! 
 
NCPMA has developed an interactive presentation that is designed to compliment the 
curriculum of North Carolina’s second-grade classes as they study animal life cycles.  The 
NCPMA presentation focuses primarily on insect life cycles, specifically those of the tobacco 
hornworm. 
 
To help you as you visit your local schools, NCPMA has developed the following packet 
designed to provide you with all of the tools and materials necessary to complete your 
presentation.  In this packet you’ll find: 
 
 Step-by-step guide to completing your presentation 
 Introduction memo to send to the school outlining the goals of the presentation 
 Handouts and coloring pages 
 Media materials including a template advisory and news release 
 
We invite you to contact us with any questions you may have as you prepare for your visit to 
the school.  We are happy to provide you with any assistance that you may need. 
 
Thank you again for representing our association. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristin Dodd-Tarleton and Lee Smith 
Chairs, Public Relations Committee 
NCPMA Board of Directors 
 



 
 
 

School Presentation Step-by-Step 
 
NCPMA has designed its Elementary School presentations to complement the animal life-
cycle curriculum of North Carolina second grade classes.  In order to engage the students, we 
have designed this to be interactive and fun. 
 
Contacting the School: 
 Before you begin preparing to visit the school, it is important to get the appropriate 

permission from the school’s principal and teachers.  This is easiest if you already have a 
personal connection with the school and know a teacher or staff member who can tell you 
the appropriate protocol at the school. 

 
 When contacting the school, you may fill out and send the “School Presentation Memo” 

included in this packet to the school as an introduction.  The memo contains an outline of 
the presentation and its goals.   

 
 Ask the school how many students you’ll be presenting to and how they will divide those 

students.  Also ask if there will be tables available to set up “centers” for the presentation.  
This presentation program is designed to accommodate approximately 50 students at a 
time and may need to be adjusted if the school chooses to include more than that. 

 
 Be sure to tell the school that you’ll be alerting the local media outlets that you’ll be 

coming.  
 
Gather Materials: 
 Before arriving at the school, make sure you have the following materials: 

o Tobacco Hornworms in various stages of development from egg to adult 
o Other live insects, if available 
o Examples of insect specimens 
o Coloring pages included in this document (enough printouts for all students) 
o Crayons 
o Printouts of media release to give to media  

 
 Contact the NCPMA PR committee chairs, Kristin Dodd-Tarleton or Lee Smith, to obtain 

giveaways items such as the NCPMA magnifying glasses.  Kristin and Lee can be reached 
at kdodd@carolinapest.com and leesmith@ridapest.com.  

 
 Bring enough people to help run 3-4 centers with the children. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Presentation: 
 Arrive 15-30 minutes early to ensure you can set up your materials. 
 
 When you arrive at the school, sign in at the front office and let them know who you are 

and what classroom you are visiting. 
 
 Once in the class, ask the teacher where you can present and where you can set up the 

centers. 
 
 Introduce yourself to the students, tell them where you work and that you’re with the 

North Carolina Pest Management Association. 
 
 Use the “Outline” included to provide a brief introduction to animal life cycles and the 

various ways that animals grow and change. 
 
 Allow the teachers to divide the students into 3-4 groups and show each group which 

center to visit.  Have a NCPMA representative at each center to explain the center and 
answer questions.  Centers include: 

o Tobacco Hornworms—Allow students to see Hornworms at various stages of 
development including egg, caterpillar, pupa and adult. 

o Other insects such as Hissing Cockroach 
o Coloring—Using the enclosed coloring sheets, have the students color 

various stages of insect development or draw pictures of development. 
o Specimens—Show the students examples of insects and ask them to point out 

insect body parts. 
 
 Let the students experience each center for 10-15 minutes each. 
 
Closing 
 Lastly, thank the students and their teachers for allowing you to visit their classrooms.  
 
 If you have NCPMA magnifying glasses or another giveaway item to leave behind, 

please give it to the teacher before you leave.  This is a courtesy to the teacher and allows 
him or her to hand out the items at a time that will best suit the class and minimize 
distractions throughout the day. 

 
 Remember to sign out at the front office before you leave the school. 
 
 



 
 
To:  [INSERT PRINCIPAL OR SCIENCE COORDINATOR NAME] 
From:   [INSERT NAME OF NCPMA MEMBER] 
Subject:  Elementary School Presentation Memo 
Date:    Dec. XX, 2009 
 
 
The North Carolina Pest Management Association (NCPMA) is the association that 
represents the state’s pest management professionals and provides continuing education 
for those professionals. 
 
NCPMA members are available to provide a presentation about bugs and their life cycles 
to second grade students.  The presentation consists of NCPMA members teaching 
students about insect life cycles, how those cycles relate to other life cycles and showing 
specimens of various insects. 
 
The presentation is designed to compliment the second grade science curriculum.  It is 
very interactive, engages the students from the start and encourages them to ask questions 
so the students have fun but also learn. 
 
In the past, NCPMA has provided a giveaway of a small plastic magnifying glass to the 
students.  This is given directly to the teachers so the teachers can determine the best 
method for distributing the magnifying glasses or can keep them for use in the classroom 
through the year. 
 
NCPMA will plan to distribute a press release to local media about the lesson with the 
students and, working with the school, invite the local media to attend and see the 
students interacting with the insects.  NCPMA will work with the school to ensure all 
approvals are received on the press release prior to distribution.   
 
NPCMA can work around the school’s schedule and is happy to meet with an individual 
class or one grade level.   



 
 

 
 
MEDIA ADVISORY     Contact: [CONTACT NAME]   
[INSERT DATE]       [CONTACT PHONE #] 
   

[INSERT NAME OF TOWN] SECOND GRADERS TO INTERACT WITH INSECTS  
Pest experts to teach students about insects and their lifecycles  

 
WHAT: Members of the North Carolina Pest Management Association will 

speak to second-grade students at [INSERT SCHOOL NAME] about 
insects and their lifecycles.  The class will be part of the school’s 
science curriculum on insect life cycles.  Students will be invited to 
participate, view and interact with the insects during the lesson.   

 
WHO: Representatives from North Carolina Pest Management Association 
  

Nearly 100 second-grade students from [INSERT SCHOOL NAME] 
 
WHERE:  [SCHOOL NAME] 

  [ADDRESS] 
  [ADDRESS2] 
  [PHONE NUMBER] 
 
  Please report to front office when you arrive.  

 
WHEN:  [INSERT DATE AND TIME] 
   
BACKGROUND: Founded in 1952, the North Carolina Pest Management Association 

(NCPMA), is the trade association representing the professional pest 
management industry in North Carolina. NCPMA promotes the 
continued cooperation and success of all pest management businesses 
in North Carolina.  Formerly, the North Carolina Pest Control 
Association, NCPMA is the only statewide association dedicated to 
representing and educating North Carolina’s pest management 
professionals.   
 
To learn more about NCPMA, please visit its Web site at:  
www.ncpestmanagement.org.  

### 



 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact: [CONTACT NAME]   
[INSERT DATE]       [CONTACT PHONE #] 
 
 

LOCAL SECOND-GRADERS INTERACT WITH LIVE BUGS WHILE LEARNING ABOUT 
THEIR LIFE CYCLES 

Members of state pest management association visit and teach about science 
through insects 

 
Wilmington, N.C. – More than [INSERT NUMBER] second-grade students at [INSERT 
SCHOOL NAME] today interacted with a variety of live insects and learned about their life 
cycles thanks to a demonstration given by representatives from the North Carolina Pest 
Management Association (NCPMA).  
 
The interactive class was provided as a supplement to the second-grade science curriculum 
about insect life cycles that the school is teaching.  The students were able to view and 
touch insects in various forms of development, take an interactive role in the demonstration 
and ask questions of the NCPMA experts. 
 
“The students found out today that there are a lot of things to learn from insects,” said 
Burns Blackwell of Terminix Company in Greensboro and a board member of the NCPMA.  
“The North Carolina Pest Management Association encourages students to take an interest 
in bugs, their life cycles and the benefits these creatures provide to our environment. We 
hope an event like this helps them to get excited and learn more about science.” 
 
The students viewed and touched specimens of various types of insects including a Tobacco 
Hornworm. 
 
“We are happy to have the North Carolina Pest Management Association come to [INSERT 
SCHOOL NAME] and enhance the science curriculum we use to teach our second graders 
about insects,” said [PRINCIPAL, SCHOOL NAME].  “Having these pest experts on hand to 
teach our students and provide an interactive learning environment is an exciting addition 
to our curriculum.” 
 
Students were given a NCPMA magnifying glass that can be used to explore and learn more 
about the insects they study.   
 
About the NCPMA 
Founded in 1952, the North Carolina Pest Management Association (NCPMA), is the trade 
association representing the professional pest management industry in North Carolina. 
NCPMA promotes the continued cooperation and success of all pest management businesses 
in North Carolina.  Formerly, the North Carolina Pest Control Association, NCPMA is the only 
statewide association dedicated to representing and educating North Carolina’s pest 
management professionals.  To learn more about NCPMA, please visit its Web site at:  
www.ncpestmanagement.org.  
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